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"I Bulgaria the “new center for.

‘1gavia,
|seribed in a brilliantly written,
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The \V.uqlmwmn Merry-Go-Round

A F inds Bulg arial nméwd inl Dm:ﬂfs

By J ack Anderson

Commumst Bulgaria is Rus-

sia’s favorite satellite in the
Balkans. And like Russia, Bul-
garia interminably lectuies
the “world about the virtues of
“socialist morality.”
Its puritanical-pretending
leaders, however, have {urned
Bulgaria into a lucrative drug
paradise for international nar-
‘cotics gangsters. )

A classified Central Intelli-
gence Agency document calls

directing narcotics  and arms
trafficking between Western
TEurope and the Near East.”
Some of this dope, the CIA be-
lieves, winds up on the streets
of New York City.

The CIA, whose activities in
Communist lands usually in-
volve cloak-and-dagger espio-
nage work, has turned to nar-
cotics investigations in Bul-
Its findings are de-

38-page.report dated last De-
cember.

The study, stamped “Confi-
dential,” is titled, “The
French-Turkish  Connection:
The Movement of Opium and
Morphine Base From Turkey
to France.”

While the-study deals thh
the narcotics trade throughout

Europe,. its major surpise is’

that Bulgaria, whose Mar\ust
morality is legendary in LEu-
rope, has become “a safe
haven from where nmajor nar-
cotics operations ave di-
rected.” :

“The role of Bulgaria in the
field of international narcotics
has increased tremendously in
the last several years,” soys
the *“intelligence memoran-
dum” from the CIA’s Office of
Strategic Rescarch.

Red Heroin Trade

“French and UK (British)
police officials have also
voiced their belief that Bul-
garian government officials
may be actively involved in
selling scized Turkish narcot-
ics to French traffickers.”

While Turkish and Iranian
trucks routed through Bul-
garia are rigorously inspected,
says the CIA document, “Bul-
garian trucks hired to haul
Turkish cargoes reportedly
are normally excluded from
inspection.”

The document also declares
“If a narcotics smuggler is
caught in Bulgaria, he report-
edly pays a small fine for the
violation and then is given the
opportunity to repurchase his
seized shipment of narcotics

for a certain percentage of its
estimated value. The appre-
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hended smuggle! thus loscs
only a small part of his cour-
ier’'s fee and a few hours of
his time.”

By this means Bulgaria
reaps millions in underworld
narcotics money, which indi-
rectly supports the braggado-
cio of their broadcasts, news-
papers and UN. diplomats
about “socialist morality” and
the virtues of clean Commu-
nist living.

Deadly Dirt

Health, Education and Wel-
fare  officials temporarily
blocked one ‘of their most
prominent pediatricians from
warning the Senate that lead
from car exhaust can poison
ghetto children.

The pediatrician, Dr. Jane
Lin Fu, was contacted by the
Senate Environmental sub-

ings on federal standards for
lead in the atmosphere.

Dr. Sin Fu: cautioned the
subcommittee staff that much
lead from car exhaust sifts
down into city dirt. Since un-
der-nourished ghetto young-
sters often eat this lead-poi-
soned dirt, their bodies have
far more dangerous lead lev-

els than they would get
merely {rom breathing the air.

committee, now holding hear-

At the staff's request, Dr.,

L

Lin Fu agrecd to wmto a letter
to Sen. Phil Hart (D-Mich.) the
subcommitice chairman, out-
lining her fears. She said,
however, she would first have
to clear her letter with HEW.

As the hearing date ap-
proached, subcommittee staff-
ers anxiously called the office
of Dr. Joan Zapp, Deputy As-
sistant Seeretary for Health
Legislation. Zapp “clears” the
statements,. a euphonism for
censorship, before they are
sent on to Congress.

His sceretary, Natalie Ru-
vell, promised that the impor-
tant but controversial letter
would be ready in time. But.
on the mornjng of the hear-
ings, Zapp’s secretary
formed the subcommittee the
statement could not Dbe
cleared.

She confessed to them that
it would “embarrass the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency.” When we guestioned
her, however, she said she was
not sure she mentioned EPA
by name. She said she told the
staffers that the Lin Fu letter

contained “gratuitous state-
ments.”
Qur inquiries . apparently. ..

have broken the letter lcose.
“If the commiitee wants the
letter, they’ll have it,” Zapp
told us. “We didn't havetime
to clear it for the hearing.”

,©1972, United Feature Syndicate,
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Luzﬂ\s Can Be the Bost Mfav
-To  Declassify  Documents,
: Some Say; 100 Million Pages
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By RICHARD J. LEVINE :
- Stuﬁ eporter of PHE W AL STRELT JOURNAL 1
WASHINGTON--The 7,000 pages of the Fen- !
“tagow’s top-seeret Viehmum study leaked to the’
press may scem like quite a heap of secvets.
.But alongside the military’s remaining heard
it’s next 1o nothing.

For instance: Today, almost 28 years after

: the end of World War JI, U.8. archives slill

-hold some 109 million pages of classified war
“yeeords that remain beyond the public's reach.

Most of the material is probably of little in-
toresl to. anyone except historians, But tlc
staggering volume of statc secrcts still under:
.wraps symbolizes an olti and thorny issue that
s getting new attention as a result of puhlxca-
-tion of parts of the Vietnam papers. The issue
how and why the governmcnt koeps mfmma-
tion secr et ;

One debate in the cur cnt confroversy cen-
ters on the question: “What right does the New
“York TWimes have to declassify documents?”
But observers in and out of the government say -

“that if you look at past and pr c-snnt govunment‘
'the galley proofs of President I.yndon John-

memoirs, maintains that the

practlces it hecomes clear thatthe Times' ac-
tion is far from unigue. The government pro-
cess of declassification is haphazard and cum-
bersome, these pno*ﬂe say, and they cite many
past instances in which high and low officials’
have leaked various documcnts as the most
_ practical way to declassify them.
" How to Downgrade
Downgrading and declassification arc the'
responsibility of the official or office that origit

.

nally classified the document. Cwrient regula--

tions p10v1dc ‘for “‘continuous’ review of classi-
fied materiat for these purposes and also call’
in certain cases for “time-phased” automatic
“downgrading and declassification.

" But Townsend Hoopes, former Under Secre-
tary of the Air Force, maintains that the “yast
turnover” of personnel in the upper reaches of
the Pentagon means that some classified docu-
ments glt overlooked hecause the originator o
the material is long gone. Others agree. ‘UL 1
write a paper and it's classified ‘secret, it will
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probably lie there for yeéars,” says a Penta®
insider. The Vietnam study, - he suspects,
“qwould have been filed away and no one would
‘have looked at it for 20 to 25 years' if the New
York imes hadn’l laid hands on it,

And the automalic system has gaping loop-
document is

holes. Under i, ‘each classificd
‘placed in one of four groups. Two of these cate-
gories lead Lo eventual downgrading or declas-
sification. Bul the other two groups, often fa-
vored by cautious bureaucrats, are exempl
from the automalic procedure. :
Kennedy amd Johuson ~
One thing is certain: The present secrecy
arrangements do not prevent deliberale leaks
that tend to make a mockery of the system. In
an affidavit filed in the Washington Posl's
court shuggle against an injunction halting its
publicalion of some of the Pentagon papers, ex-
ecutive editor Benjamin Bradlee recalls that in

1652 -when serving as press attache at the U.S..
o i

Embassy in Paris, “I was instructed by a supa-

rior to leak the contants of a secret cable deal-:
ing with a Soviet note o the American govern-'

ment. And I did so, to a correspondent of the
United Press.” -
Joarly In the borhbing campaign of Norlh
meum, when the North Vietnamese weve
elaiming thal civilian targets i Hunoi were
being hit, Cyris Vance, then Deputy Secretary
of Defense, held a lengthy briefing for re-

porters. During the bricfing he degcribed in de-

tail the routes that Navy fighter-bombers were
ordered to fly over and around the city, in an
eifort to prove thal ¢ivilian targets hadn't been
bombed. The routes were classitied secret, be-
cause they obviously were of interest {o Nort
Vietnamese anti-airceraft crews.

The Post's Mr. Bradlec says that when he
was a correspondenl for Newsweek Magazine,

portions of a highly classificd menmorandum of
conversation belween him and Nikita Khrush-:

‘chev in Vienna in 1981, I reeeived his pu‘ml"-

-sion to use this material.”
That's not all. Mr. Bradlee, who has seen

son’s forthcoming
‘book confains considerable amounts of classi-
“fied informalion on the Vielnam War, ‘“There’s
ne question about it,”’ he says. “There are sev-
eral quotations from documents” that ave
tamong the parls of lhe top-secrét Vietiam
study published in the New York Times.

In many
trouble can be traced to overclassification at
the start. One congressional expert, who -has

tangled repeatedly with the Executive Branch’

-on the problem, insisls *‘lhe only way things
are going to he changed is to make overclassi-
fication ‘bureaucraticelly dangerous’ "' —that
is, set tough- penalties for officials who err on
‘the side of caution.

On Capitol Hill, an effort is on to reform the
labyrinthine process hy. which documents are
classified and, sometimes, declagsified.
soring legislators -would ]il;e fo make it easier
for Congress and the public to get its hands on
government I’CCOI&.-b. This week a IHouse Gov'

Spon- ’

. Conzressmen

cases, ac,cmdm" to the critics, the.

“ernment Operations subconimitice begau siv
days of hcarings on the subject. “HEveryhody's
been complaining about the prollem of classifi.
cation for yrvars,” says an aide of Penngylvan,
ia’s Democralic Rep. William Moorhead, who
is chairing the hcarings. “Now we're really
trying to do something ahout it." 5
The Muskie Plan

One solution’ is offercd hy
Muskie of Maine. He’s proposing

Sen. ¥dmund
creation of an

independent board empowered to make govern.

. riod.

“President John F. Iennedy once read to me. cause of tho systera's

ment docunments public afler a two-year pe.
The board would also be suthorized *at
any time” to “send rclevant documents to the
appropriate committee of Congress,” the
tor says. :
Acknowledging the possible adverse impacl
of Gisclosure on ihe
tions and on the flow of candid advice to the

Sena.

government’s foreign vela-

President, a Muskic slalier says a way must!

be found fo insure that *action papers” con-
laining policy decizions are made public while
“advisory papers” remain private. . .

At this point, it’s far from cerlain thal any
basic reforms will Le made in (he classification
rrocess. My, Nixon’s decision to make the Ien-
tagon study available to Congr could take
sonie of the steam o1t of the leg
Congressional insiders see no signs of pressure
for change from the influential Appropriations
and Armed Services commiltees, Jruvthermore,
a former Senate staffer says, “a majority éf
don’t want {o ‘gel involved.
"here’s litlle to be gained pelitically, and there

are dongers in heing a guy accused of v,'-.n'xting'»
10 leak? :

documcms.”

Yel if the classification procedures de sur-
vive intact, officials concede, it won't bo
eifficiency. Administiva-
tion men admit that both classification and dao-
clagsificalion methods could stand improve-

STt

i ment, Critics charge that under the current

system there's a pervasive {endency lo over-
classify documents and there’s little impelus
for declassification.
A Judgracnt Matier

Though a 1053 Ixceutive Order atltenipls to
sct guidelines for classifying material var-
{ously as top secret, sceret or confidential, holh

defenders and critics of the system stress that )

classification of documents is, in the end, “a
Judgment matter.” And the critics maintain
that the judgment usually in favor of
overclassification because of various pressures
at worl within the bureaucracy.

Yor one thing, a desire to avoid trouble with
superiors prompts many officials to classify a
document that could be safely lefi unclassificd
or else give & paper too high a cla gsification.

Frequcntly, critics charge, information

goes

is

classificd because it is “politically sensitive’ .

and not because its unsulhorized disclosure
would endanger national sceurily, Thus a vet-
eran Pesitagon reporter complaina that lists of
military bases scheduled for clesing lhave oftey
been classified secret—‘until ﬂlc Pentagon
chooses Lo announce it

islative effort.*




